
 

  



 

Welcome to Pwllycrochan Woods
 

 

This Background Information  document has been designed to be an informative introduction to 

Pwllycrochan Woods Local Nature Reserve.   The themes covered within this document are aimed 

at providing environmental education for 7ð11 year olds. 

Themes included are:  

¶ Recent history of Pwllycrochan  

¶ Woodland habitat, food chains, wildlife, tree species  

¶ Seasonal changes in Pwllycrochan 

¶ Woodland management 

Within this document, there is a map of how to get to Pwllycrochan Woods and a map of the 

Discovery Trail  itself .   

 

There is a  separate Discovery Trail  document (a 4 page hand out type document ) that is 

designed to be used on the trail itself.  The questions and activities are aimed primarily at       

7-11 year olds.  

TheTeachersõ Discovery  Trail Guide Notes  is an accompanying document that provides the 

answers and explanatory notes to the Discovery Trail activities.  

 

There is a separate document, Health and Safety Information , which you may also find helpful.  

 

Using the Background Information  along with the Discovery Trail , Teachersõ Discovery  Trail 

Guide Notes  and Health and Safety Information , you will be all  set to successfully plan and lead 

your group independently.   

 

A pre -visit  is recommended to familiarise yourself with the site and the promoted Discovery 

Trail.   Follow the black bird discs.  

 

What can be seen at Pwllycrochan Woods varies according to the time of the year.  

The table below gives you a rough idea of what might be seen, but a great deal depends on the 

weather , how quiet a visiting group is and perhap s how good a nature detective you all are.  

 

 Jan  Feb Mar  Apr  May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

Flowers     a a a a      

Butterflies       a a a     

Birds  a a a a a a a a a a a a 

Moss/Ferns  a a a a a a a a a a a a 

Fungi       a a a a a  

Trees  a a a a a a a a a a a a 

 

Background Information  



 

The bigger picture  

 
 

Have you ever wondered?  

¶ How it has come to look as it does  

¶ What influences there have been in the past and will continue to be in the future  

¶ How these  influences will affect its future  

 

There are many factors that influence the mixture of tree species that develop in the 

woodland; this has a direct impact on the variety of wildlife that can be found here.  

The most important factor is the soil type . Whet her acid or lime, deep or shallow, dry or wet. 

The soil conditions determine what plants can thrive and where.  

The influence of people  is also important, for example their effect on young vegetation through 

trampling, or the planting of exotic tree species, which may then outcompete native trees.  

The following pages will take you through the basics of Pwllycrochan Local Nature Reserve.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Countryside event  



 

About the woods  

 
 

The woodland is almost entirely broadleaved. Broadleaved trees are deciduous; this means that 

they lose their leaves in winter (e.g. ash, beech). There are also some coniferous trees in the 

woodland. These are evergreen and do not lose their leaves (e.g. Scots  pine). 

Go to types of trees  to find out more details about the trees in Pwllycrochan.  

There is a mixture of both native  and exotic  tree species. Native trees occur naturally and have 

existed for many years in the area (e.g . oak, ash), whereas exotic trees have been introduced by 

human activity (e.g. sweet chestnut ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a high level of competition between trees and  other  plants in the woodland. Trees are 

competing with each other for sunlight , water and space. This sometimes means that exotic 

trees out -compete native trees, or a single species takes over, having a negative effect on the 

overall woodland. Sometimes the Countryside  Wardens have to remove non -native species, to 

allow the woodland  to continue to grow as naturally as possible.  

 

The site was declared a  Local Nature Reserve  in 2000, in recognition of the wood landõs important 

habitat while providing many opportunities for public enjoyment and commun ity involvement.    

  

Speckled wood butterfly  



 

History of the site  

 
 

Pwllycrochan Local Nature Reserve is an ôAncient Woodlandõ. This means i t has covered the 

hillside since at least the 1600õs, long before the town of Colwyn Bay existed. 

The name Pwllycrochan is thought to translate to ôCauldron Poolõ and was no doubt inspired by the 

woodland stream, which in the 1800õs would have flowed much faster and collected in a pool before 

disappearing underground. The bubbling of water was said to look like a boiling cauldron.  

From 1821 the woodland, which formed part of an estate, was owned by Lord and Lady Erskine. 

They had a notable effect on the woodland, planting exotic trees an d shrubs, and making 

additions including paths, benches and bridges.  

They planted exotic trees such as :        

¶ Sweet chestnut  (native to S outhern Europe, Western Asia and North Africa)  

¶ Larch  and firs (from North America)                         

and exotic shrubs such as :                                        

¶ Snowberry (from North America)              

¶ Flowering nutmeg, pheasants berry, rhododendron ponticum and laurel (from Eastern 

Europe). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To find out more about life in the 1800õs check out KS2 Victorians  

  

1920õs image showing the path along the Old 

Highway including a rustic bridge  

(© Conwy Archive Unit)  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians


 

A wood for all seasons  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Male f ern in Winter  

Winter  is a less active time in the woods with 

some creatures hibernating. However, the 

wildlife moving about the woodland is more 

visible due to the broadleaved trees having no 

leaf coverage. Mosses and ferns have yet to be 

hidden in the undergrowth by the shru b layer, 

and so too are more obvious to see.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood anemone in Spring  

Springtime  awakens the wild flowers: wood 

sorrel, wood anemone, dogõs mercury, woodruff 

and bluebells ð all indicators of ancient 

woodland - bloom beautifully for a short time, 

taking advantage of light reaching the 

woodland floor. Young trees stretch up to 

reach th e light, tree buds burst and the 

woodland canopy closes over, offering a cool 

dappled shade. Numerous insects provide 

ample food for chicks of both resident and 

visiting birds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Red campion in Summer  

 

 

Summer flowering plants, such as foxgloves, 

herb robert, red campion and yellow pimpernel 

stand out strikingly against the many shades 

of green.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fly agaric fungus  in Autumn  

The weather cools and Autumnõs arrival is 

marked with multi -coloured leaves cloaking the 

trees before being discarded onto the ground 

to eventually form a thick bouncy golden 

carpet. The fruiting parts of the ever -present 

fungi become visible on bark and through leaf 

litter. Winter slo wly returns and the cycle is 

complete.  

 

 

 






































